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Tucson is an up-and-coming national hot spot for technology-based 
companies and knowledge workers. The hub of innovation in Tucson 
and across Southern Arizona stems from the University of Arizona, 
which is consistently ranked as a Top 25 research university. When 
combined with a business-friendly operating environment and low 
cost-of-living, Tucson is positioned to be the next technology hub.
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and-coming tech talent 
markets. (CBRE, 2019)
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Startup Tucson
Working to transform the region’s economy through entrepreneurship and 
innovation. Provides free networking events, education courses, mentoring, 
and annual pitch competition for entrepreneurs and startups in the early to mid-
stages of growth. 

Tech Launch Arizona (TLA)
Tech Launch Arizona helps to bring discoveries to the world through 
commercial pathways, with a primary focus on ensuring that technologies and 
innovations originating with University of Arizona researchers find meaningful 
application. TLA has become the foundation for successful companies like Cancer 
Prevention Pharmaceuticals, SPLIT Engineering, and REhnu – all of whom 
continue to explore and develop new ideas.

Tucson ranked One of Ten 
Best Cities for Startup 
Costs. (Embroker, 2019)

Tucson named one of the 
U.S.’ Fastest Growing 
Technology Metropolises. 
(Oliver Wyman Forum, 
2019)

Tucson’s patent rate of 
17.4 patents per 10,000 
workers is nearly double 
the state and national 
rate. (BLS, 2018)



University of Arizona Center for Innovation
The UA Center for Innovation is a startup incubator network with outposts across 
the Southern Arizona region and a mission to grow scalable startup ventures 
that fuel the Arizona economy. Created in 2003, the program has directly served 
more than 120 companies and impacted thousands of entrepreneurs. This is 
done through providing access to people, programming and places that help 
entrepreneurs take their companies from idea to market. The UA Center for 
Innovation offers companies connectivity to the University of Arizona and its 
people and resources including Tech Launch Arizona.

McGuire Center for Entrepreneurship
Established in 1984 as one of the first university-based centers for 
entrepreneurship, the McGuire Center for Entrepreneurship is among only a handful 
of entrepreneurship programs in the nation that has maintained top-tier rankings 
in both undergraduate and graduate rankings in all major surveys for the last 
decade. A pioneer in entrepreneurship education, the McGuire Center continues 
to be recognized as one of the nation’s elite entrepreneurship centers, offering 
a variety of rigorous and enriching educational opportunities to more than 1,100 
students from across the University of Arizona each year.

Arizona Technology Council
Established in 2002, the AZ Tech Council is the premier trade association for 
science and technology companies. With a team of staff in Tucson and more than 
800 members across the state of Arizona, the Council works toward furthering the 
advancement of technology in Arizona through leadership, education, legislation, 
and social action.

Desert Angels
Formed in 2000, Desert Angels is one of the leading angel investment groups in 
the country focused on funding entrepreneurial ventures and startup or early stage 
companies. Desert Angels have helped launch more than 100 companies.

TenWest Impact Festival
TENWEST Impact Festival helps the curious and the impassioned solve the great 
economic, social, cultural and environmental challenges facing our communities. 
Each October, through ten days of exhibitions, talks, and interactive experiences, 
national experts and local heroes will inspire the ideas and facilitate the 
connections that will empower us to act.
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“The greater Tucson technology and innovation ecosystem has been 
enormously supportive of FreeFall, particularly in the formation and early stage 
of our revolutionary antenna technology company. As we seek to grow and scale, 
our community collaborations with organizations such as Sun Corridor Inc. are 
clearly what sets Southern Arizona apart as a great region for technology and 
entrepreneurship.”

Alex Rodriguez
Chief Executive Officer, FreeFall 5G
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